
Educational Highlights: Over the past four years I have 
maintained a 3.5 GPA while founding a chapter of a fraternity, 
serving on staff at a local church, marrying my wife, and 
beginning graduate school. In 2014, I served as the chaplain 
of the Alpha Nu chapter of Beta Upsilon Chi fraternity. Twice 
I have participated in an interfaith panel led by the Religious 
Life Council. During my work with the Charleston Baptist 
Association, I was able to coordinate the 2016 1Charleston 
Conference that focused on racial conciliation in the church. 
Last year I was featured as one of the HSS student spotlights in 
religious studies, and am finishing my degree with a minor in 
African American Studies.
Research Focus or Project: Over the course of my time in the 
religious studies department, I attempted to direct credits towards 
learning more about the history of Christianity
as whole – from the Ancient Near East to modern Evangelicals. 
This included a number of courses with Dr. Huddlestun on 
textual criticism, messianic movements, and the quest for the 
historical Jesus. However, the focus of my degree was narrowed even further after Dr. Cressler came to 
the College. He and I worked together on a religious studies internship course in which I researched the 
history of racial divides within the Southern Baptist Convention. It was while I examined that topic that I 
began interning with the Charleston Baptist Association, the oldest of its kind in America, and by extension 
1Charleston. In the middle of all these things, I was able to understand how the themes learned in religious 
studies applied to my relationship with “the Other” – those unlike me. It also allowed me to study religion(s) 
from an academic perspective for the first time, rather than simply approaching things theologically.
Future Plans: I have already begun studying at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary (Wake 
Forest, NC) in pursuit of a master’s degree. I plan to continue my work there through distance learning. 
My immediate goal is to remain serving on staff at my local church, and after completing seminary to be 
ordained as a Southern Baptist pastor. In the future, I would like to become a church planter and start an 
urban church. After several years of leading that congregation, my long term goal is to return to seminary 
and enroll in a doctoral program there.
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